                                                       Middle School Math 
                                       Description, Policies and Expectations
                                                             2011-2012

Contact Information
Instructor:  Jonathan Shames
School phone and Voicemail: 754-1800 ext.340
Email:  JShames@bodineschool.org
School website: www.bodineschool.org (homework information and school calendar)


Course Description and Expectations
      Middle School Math is intended to provide a link between elementary and middle school math. Math instruction is based on the Saxon Math series, which takes a different approach to math than most other math textbook series.  Ratherforcing students to master skills before they are able to move on, Saxon math provides continuous repetition and practice.  This approach to math is consistent with the overall philosophy of The Bodine School, as it allows students to master skills in their time frame, rather than that of the teacher or textbook author.  Although expectations of our students are high, we believe it is possible to hold students to high standards while also providing a caring, nurturing environment in which they can thrive.   
     We will be using a new Saxon Math textbook series this year.  The books are titled simply Course 1, Course 2, and Course 3, and they correspond to grades 6, 7, and 8, respectively.  These math textbooks more closely mirror the type of math textbooks students will encounter after they leave The Bodine School.         
     As with all classes and school activities, students are expected to be punctual for math class.  They are expected to arrive with all necessary school supplies, and to arrive in class prepared to participate in classroom lessons, activities, and discussions.  Students are expected to be active and willing participants in the learning process and no student may interfere with the learning of any other.  All students will show respect for others, demonstrate appropriate social skills, and demonstrate an understanding of appropriate social interaction.  No other conduct will be considered acceptable.  All students will work consistently and diligently until they are dismissed.  

Class Discipline
     The first time a student talks out or disrupts class, their name will go up on the board.  A recurrence in the same class period will result in a check next to their name, and a visit to the office with Mr. Shames.  Once in the office, the student will simply call home, to explain what happened and why they are having such a difficult time in math
class that day.  If the student is still not motivated to consider behavioral changes, a meeting with parents/guardians will be arranged  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignments, Projects, and Quizzes
     We will have a quiz every Friday.  These quizzes count as two regular classwork grades.  Grades will be calculated by dividing the total number of points 
earned by the student by the total number of possible points.  This year, we will have group math projects/presentations, which will count for twice as much as a quiz grade.  More to follow!

Homework
     The procedures for turning in homework have changed.  This year, students will be required to put their homework in their personal math mailbox in Mr. Shames’ room, and then put a check next to their name on the accompanying chart, to indicate that they have turned in that specific assignment.  Students may submit homework at any time prior to their specific math class time.  We will be operating on the honor system.  Homework assignments will be posted and updated daily on the school website.  We are reducing the total number of homework practice problems students are expected to complete each night, which will generally consist of a maximum of 15-20 problems.

Extra Credit
     Occasional opportunities for extra credit will be available, but these are not to 
be used to mitigate the effects of lack of consistent effort and participation.  Extra 
credit work is intended to be used as part of overall improvement efforts by 
students, rather than as a last-minute attempt to “prop up” final grades.  In addition, 
extra credit work is a possibility only for students who have submitted all regular 
assignments. 

Exams
     Exams given at the end of each semester are cumulative.  In-class reviews and    
practices will be a normal part of daily class and exam preparation; however it is 
the student’s responsibility to apply these strategies to review materials at home. 
Parents can serve as “study buddies” and study supervisors by making time and 
space available to students as appropriate.  Semester math exams will count 
towards10% of the final semester grade for 6th grade students, 15% of the semester grade for 7th grade students, and 20% of the final grade for 8th grade students.

Additional Individual Assignments
     Extra assignments are allowed only for students who have completed and   
submitted all regular assignments, and who have satisfactory class participation 
and overall conduct.  Students who wish to complete such a task must make 
individual arrangements, and once arrangements are made, the voluntary task 
becomes compulsory.  It will from that point forward be considered a part of the 
student’s overall grade.  
      If a student is removed from the classroom for disciplinary reasons, he or she 
may be assigned supplementary material(s) to be completed during their absence.  
Since these assignments will substitute for regular classroom instruction, they are 
the responsibility of the student and will be counted as a regular grade. 
Note:Parents or students may request additional review or supplementary 
materials to strengthen skills or enrich the standard curriculum.  I will be glad to 
work with students and/or consult with parents on these assignments, but they will 
not be counted as part of the student’s grade.  

Homework Policy
     All homework assignments will be counted towards the student’s grade.-Each 
student begins each grading period with a homework grade of 100.  This grade 
is reduced by 5 points for any assignment not completed on time.  
     Failure to submit assignments in a timely manner will result in the student 
being assigned to Tuesday or Thursday after school study hall.  If the work 
is not completed by the end of the week it is assigned, a grade of zero will 
be given for that assignment.  Completion of late assignment prior to 
assigned study hall does excuse student from study hall. 
     Additional after school tutoring, study hall, or other assistance is available to students on a voluntary or assigned basis.  Such assignment/attendance does not compromise student eligibility for Friday Dress Reward.  

Absences and Make-Up Work
     For planned absences, such as a doctor’s appointment, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with their advisor regarding completion of the assignment(s) prior to the absence.  For unplanned absences, students are expected to meet with their advisorthe day they return to school to make arrangements to make up missed assignments.  Any absence from school requires a written explanation of the absence from parent(s) before any make up work is accepted.  




